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Remembering the old, bringing in the new
BY LAWREN HIGHTOWER
THE PARTHENON 
 In the final game at Veterans Memorial Field House –– a 
contest pitting two alumni teams against each other –– white 
came out ahead in a 101-98 victory over the green team.
Marshall University basketball said goodbye to Veteran’s 
Memorial Field House after 62 years, Friday, with an exciting 
game between former Marshall men’s basketball alumni. 
The game came down to one final shot and was a close game 
throughout.
The first made shot of  the game was a three pointer by 
Joda Burgess. The last shot of  the game was a missed three 
pointer by Russell Lee.
There was a specific stand set up at the game’s entrance 
that honored the veterans. 
The night started with West Virginia’s only living Medal of  
Honor recipient Hershel W. Williams addressing the crowd.
Prior to the game, there was a tribute to the veterans by 
current Marshall University athletes from the woman’s soc-
cer team, the nen’s soccer team and the football teams who 
carried in American flags. The flags were also a tribute to 
the 1970 plane crash at Marshall University.
“Tonight is very special,” said Mike Hamrick, Marshall 
athletic director. “Back in its day, the field house was one 
of  the best facilities. This building means so much to the 
community.”
There was plenty of  crowd support throughout the game. 
The fans were treated to a couple of  dunks during the game 
from some of  the former players. 
“It was the perfect way to say goodbye,” Mark Patton said. 
“This was the way to do this, with myself  and all of  these 
older guys coming back, being able to say farewell. It was 
great.”
Head men’s basketball coach Tom Herrion, who sat next 
to Hal Greer on the white team’s bench, came out of  his 
sports coat early in the first half  after the white team got 
out to an early lead, the move got a roaring reaction from 
the crowd. 
“There was a great turnout,” Herrion said. “The fan sup-
port is great. So many memorable players and moments, it 
was a fitting way to close the building.”
In the end, the game was bittersweet. It book-ends the 
ending of  one chapter of  Marshall sport’s history to began 
another chapter. The field house is being demolished to 
make room for a new state-of-the-art soccer stadium which 
will house both the Marshall men’s and woman’s soccer 
programs.
Lawren Hightower can be reached at hightower5@mar-
shall.edu.
BY LAWREN HIGHTOWER
THE PARTHENON
On a weekend when Hal 
Greer was in town, Da-
mier Pitts passed the NBA 
Hall of  Famer on the Mar-
shall University all-time 
scoring list.
Pitts, senior man-
agement major from 
Charlotte, N.C., now 
ranks as eighteenth all-
time leader in points at 
Marshall. 
Needing only 13 points 
to pass Greer, Pitts went 
9-17 and scored 27 points 
Saturday, against East 
Carolina University in a 
game at the Cam Hender-
son Center.
Greer was in town to 
attend Marshall alumni 
basketball game and the 
closing of  the Veteran’s 
Memorial Field House. 
Pitts said it was an honor 
to be able to pass the hall 
of  famer, while he was in 
town.
“It’s a good feeling to 
pass an all-time great 
player like Greer,” Pitts 
said. “He’s an NBA hall of  
famer and to be mentioned 
in the same sentence as 
him is an honor. I can only 
hope to have as much 
successes as him playing 
at the next level.”
The 27 points for Pitts 
against ECU was a career 
high. Pitts carried the 
team on his back. The 
Thundering Herd was 
playing without their 
leading scorer DeAn-
dre Kane, who returned 
home after the death of  
his father.
“We wanted to get the 
win,” Pitts said, “We 
know DeAndre is hav-
ing a tough time, and 
we wanted to get the W 
for him. We wanted to 
make sure we played 110 
percent.”
Pitts said he is happy 
about the win, but he 
hopes that the individual 
success can also come 
with team success as 
well.
“We want to finish the 
season strong and make 
it to a postseason tourna-
ment,” Pitts said, “Team 
success is always my ulti-
mate goal. If  you are able 
to accomplish great indi-
vidual goals along the way, 
it’s a bonus.”
Coach Herrion said he 
is proud of  Pitts because 
he has seen how hard he 
has worked these past 
years.
“This is very humbling 
for Damier,” Herrion 
said, “To be mentioned 
in the same breath as a 
player like Hal (Greer), 
who is arguably one of  the 
best players to ever play 
this game ever is great for 
Damier.”
Pitts said he also credits 
the Marshall community 
and all of  the fans and 
supporters of  Thundering 
Herd Basketball.
“I love the fans for their 
support,” Pitts said. “I 
love Marshall University 
as well, I will never for-
get my four years here –– I 
had a blast.”
“I hope to be a legend 
like Hal Greer one day,” 
Pitts said.
Pitts currently ranks 
eighteenth and has 1391 
points, fourteen more 
points than Greer, and 
needs 30 more points to 
pass Bill Hall for sev-
enteenth on Marshall’s 
all-time scoring list.
Lawren Hightower 
can be reached at hight-
ower5@marshall.edu.
Pitts passes Greer on all-time scoring list
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A FINAL FAREWELL
More than 100 alumni return to say goodbye to the field house
ADAM ROGERS | THE PARTHENON 
(LEFT TO RIGHT) Hal Greer, Tom Herrion and Sonny Allen talk basketball prior to Friday’s alumni game at the Veterans Memorial Field House. 
Greer and Allen played together for the Herd from 1956 to ‘58.  Herrion is Marshall’s current  head men’s basketball coach. 
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BY CRYSTAL MYERS
EXECUTIVE EDITOR 
Not only did the last 
bell ring at  Veteran’s Memo-
rial Field House, it was sold. 
The field house’s final 
event Friday included a si-
lent auction, set up along 
the outer hallway, which 
allowed the community 
to take a piece of  the past 
home. The items included 
such objects as the ring-
side bell used at boxing 
matches, posters of  sev-
eral prior events, theater 
seats and the scoreboard. 
Executive director of  
Greater Huntington Parks 
and Recreation Kevin 
Brady said everything was 
up for grabs.
“We will sell anything,” 
Brady said. “The floor has 
already been sold to the 
Big Sandy, but otherwise, 
we want the community 
to have it all.”
Items not sold Fri-
day will be placed in a 
rummage sale for this 
weekend.  
Huntington Mayor Kim 
Wolfe was among those 
looking to own a piece of  
the field house. 
“I’ve got my eye on the 
bell,” Wolfe said. “I had a 
cousin who won a heavy-
weight championship here. 
I’ve got some good friends 
at the police department 
who used to sponsor the 
golden gloves. It holds a 
lot of  memories.”
Environmental health 
and safety manager and 
Marshall alumnus, Bruce 
Harbour, said he had dif-
ferent reasons for wanting 
the Tina Turner poster on 
which he bid.
“I saw her here live, 
from the fourth row and 
it was absolutely amaz-
ing,” Harbour said. “And 
actually, my wife was here 
20 years before we met and 
saw the same show. Now 
we’re married and have 
three grandkids.”
Harbour said the auction 
was a big focal point for 
him at the event.  
“I wanted to see what 
I could grab,” Harbour 
said. “I got our four old 
season-tickets seat. My 
dad sat there with me for 
10 or 15 years. He is long 
since gone but I’m glad I’m 
glad I can take home those 
memories.”
The proceeds from the 
auction will be used to 
build a Veteran’s Memorial 
Park and Playground in a 
corner of  the same lot near 
Fourth Avenue. Brady said 
seeing the 62-year-old field 
house go is bittersweet. 
“I know a lot of  people 
have a lot of  fond memories 
here, but those memories 
will live on,” Brady said. 
Among other events, the 
field house was the home 
of  Marshall basketball for 
many years. Both Wolfe and 
Harbour said watching the 
Herd was one of  their favor-
ite memories. 
“It’s a hard choice be-
cause I’m old enough to go 
back many years,” Wolfe 
said. “But in my heyday, I 
loved coming to see the bas-
ketball games.”
“I’ve been in this building 
no less than 200 times,” Har-
bour said. “There are a lot 
of  memories, but watching 
Marshall win the Marshall 
Memorial Invitational tour-
nament and watching them 
beat St. John’s in double 
overtime both stand out to 
me. Those were probably 
the most exciting sporting 
events I’ve seen in my life 
 — to this day.”
The silent auction ended 
after a tribute video played 
and fans left the stands one 
last time. 
Harbour said seeing the 
building go strikes the com-
munity deep. 
“That’s why we’re 
here,” Harbour said. “It 
resonates right here in the 
heart.”
“This was a part of  the 
community for a long 
time,” he said. “I’ve seen a 
lot of  celebration and a lot 
of  sorrow here, so without 
a doubt it’s very sad. It’s 
great to be here one last 
time.”
Brady said he was happy 
with the turnout. 
“I think it’s good sup-
port for all the history and 
memories the field house 
has,” Brady said. “It’s good 
support for the veterans 
and the community.” 
Following demolition of  
the field house, the site will 
be the home of  Marshall’s 
new soccer complex. The 
title will include “Veter-
ans Memorial.”
Crystal Myers can be 
contacted at myers132@
marshall .edu.
Farewell to Veterans Memorial Field House
Field house closes after 62 years, hosts silent auction for final event
ADAM ROGERS|THE PARTHENON
LEFT: Members of the Huntington community look through Veteran’s Memorial Field House paraphernalia at Friday’s silent auction. RIGHT: Huntington native Bruce Harbour is reminded of past events as he searches 
the auction for a piece of the past to take home. 
ADAM ROGERS|THE PARTHENON
Attendees of Friday’s auction ring the field house’s bell, which was used in various boxing events including the Golden Gloves. The auction also 
included items such as theater seats, pianos, posters, basketball hoops and signage.
BY HENRY CULVYHOUSE 
THE PARTHENON
A University of  Virginia 
law professor discussed 
how lawmakers’ campaign 
promises and bills are fre-
quently unconstitutional 
on Friday.
More than 40 students, 
faculty and members of  the 
public braved a blustery 
wintry mix to attend Fred-
erick Schauer’s lecture on 
the Constitution’s worth 
at the Marshall University 
Foundation Hall. The lecture 
is the first of  the Simon Perry 
Center for Constitutional 
Democracy’s spring Amicus 
Curiae Lecture Series.  
Schauer said since the 
ratification of  the Con-
stitution, the actions of  
government officials’ deci-
sions have conflicted with 
the Constitution. 
“When what an official 
thinks is right in policy on 
political grounds is against 
the law or the Constitu-
tion then both the law and 
the Constitution are drop-
ping out of  the equation,” 
Schauer said.  
 Schauer said the Ameri-
can people are not alarmed 
by unconstitutional laws. 
“We, the peoplem, re-
ally don’t care that much,” 
Schauer said. “It is clear to 
me that large numbers of  
political figures understand 
what the electorate rewards 
and what the electorate 
punishes.” 
Schauer said political 
gain is often a source of  
unconstitutional laws. 
“If  all the politician is 
concerned with is imme-
diate policy, short-term 
policy or short-term poli-
tics, then the whole point 
of  the constitution is lost,” 
Schauer said. “It can make 
a difference only if  there 
are political incentives 
for actually following the 
Constitution.” 
Senior political science 
major Jaquoi Chandler, 22, 
of  Orlando, Fla., said he 
was pleased with Schauer’s 
lecture. 
“I thought it was insight-
ful,” Chandler said.  “I 
thought it was beneficent to 
the people who attended. I 
think he brought up some 
issues a lot of  people have 
been thinking about, but due 
to the political climate, have 
not been able to discuss.” 
 Senior political science 
and international affairs 
major Ashley Clark, 21, from 
Ona, W.Va., said her time as 
an intern at  the state legis-
lature made Schauer’s talk 
interesting. 
“I thought it was really in-
teresting how law-makers do 
more politics than follow the 
constitution,” Clark said. 
The next Amicus Cur-
iae lecture is at 7 p.m. Feb. 
23 at the MU Foundation 
Hall. Mississippi State 
history professor Stephen 
Middleton will discuss the 
expansion of  civil rights in 
the post-Civil War era. 
Henry Culvyhouse can be 
contacted at culvyhouse@
marshall.edu.
Amicus Curiae lecture discusses unconstitutional promises
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BY LAWREN HIGHTOWER
THE PARTHENON
Legendary basketball 
player Harold Everett Greer, 
82, better known as Hal 
Greer, has left a lasting im-
pact at Marshall University 
and on the city of  Hunting-
ton, W.Va.
Greer attended Doug-
las junior and senior High 
School in Huntington. Greer 
attended high school during 
times of  segregation, Doug-
las Junior and Senior High 
was built specifically for Af-
rican-Americans in 1924.
Greer grew up in Hun-
tington playing basketball 
games during the summer 
months at Veterans Me-
morial Field House. Greer 
later continued to play at 
Veterans Memorial Field 
house in college as member 
of  the Marshall University 
Men’s Basketball team from 
1955-58.
“I remember so many 
years of  going down there 
and playing during the sum-
mer,” Greer said. “That’s the 
only place where we could 
go and play. I will always re-
member the field house. We 
(Marshall basketball team) 
did a good job when we 
played there, and I miss it. 
But progress is the way it is, 
you have to keep going.”
Greer fouled out in his last 
game at the field house, but 
he said he still remembers 
that day as one of  his fond-
est memories.
“A couple of  the fans, and 
some of  the players on the 
team, lifted coach, myself  
and a guy named Dave Kirk 
on their shoulders,” Greer 
said. “I had shirts made 
with a picture of  the three 
of  us on it. That’s probably 
my fondest memory of  the 
place. My four years at Mar-
shall was the best time of  
my life.”
After high school, Greer 
became the first black 
scholarship athlete in West 
Virginia state history, and 
first in Marshall University 
history.
Greer played four years 
for the Thundering Herd, av-
eraging 19.4 points and 10.8 
rebounds.
A few of  Greer’s college 
accolades are two-time All-
Conference selection in 1957 
and 1958, Conference MVP 
and All-American honorable 
mention in 1958 after averag-
ing a team high 23.6 points 
per game, finished his career 
as Marshall’s all-time leader 
in field goal percentage at 
54.6 percent and currently 
sits at number nineteenth 
on Marshall’s all-time scor-
ing list and eighth all time in 
rebounds.
“Hal continued to improve 
every year,” said Sonny Al-
len, teammate at Marshall 
from 1956-1958. “Hal has 
probably shot more jump 
shots than anyone in the 
history of  the world. He 
would be in the gym 
after practice by him-
self  shooting jump 
shots.”
Greer himself  
admitted his goal 
was indeed to 
become a better 
player by doing 
HOMETOWN HERO
Local basketball legend Hal Greer 
talks about college, NBA career
ADAM ROGERS | THE PARTHENON
Hal Greer talks with fellow Herd alumnus Russel Lee during the final night at Veterans 
Memorial Fieldhouse. Greer was an honorary coach for the alumni basketball game. 
See GREER I  Page 5
BY JAKE SNYDER
SPORTS EDITOR
Despite the absence of  
the Thundering Herd’s top 
scorer, sophomore guard 
DeAndre Kane, the men’s 
basketball team was able 
to outmatch East Carolina 
University on Saturday by a 
final score of  78-68.
Kane was inactive for the 
game following the death 
of  his father Tuesday, but 
the rest of  the Herd put 
together its best shooting 
performance of  the season, 
shooting 54 percent from 
the field.
“I don’t know if  it’s all 
good offense or some bad 
defense –– a combination 
of  both, but offensively, 
we were really good,” Said 
Tom Herrion, Marshall 
head coach.
The Herd was led by se-
nior guard Damier Pitts 
who scored a career-high 27 
points en route to passing 
former great Hal Greer on 
the all-time Marshall scor-
ing list. 
“We did this tonight for 
DeAndre,” Pitts said. “He’s 
going through a tough time 
right now with his family 
–– the whole thing he’s go-
ing through with his father. 
We just came out here and 
wanted to win this for him.”
The Pirates controlled the 
game early in the first half, 
taking advantage of  a 57 
percent shooting percent-
age. ECU led by as many as 
eight in the first stanza. 
The Herd never let the 
first half  get out of  hand 
however, chipping away at 
the early deficit to gain a 
1-point advantage heading 
into the break.
Freshman guard Chris 
Martin, who has not seen 
much significant playing 
time this season, was able 
to help fill the void left by 
Kane by hitting two three-
pointers in the first half. 
Martin finished with a ca-
reer-high nine points.
“I just come to practice 
every day and work hard,” 
Martin said. “Today, the 
time came, the opportunity 
came and I’m just going to 
be ready.”
In the second half, Mar-
shall began to wear down 
the Pirates with continuous 
hot shooting and the abil-
ity to get to the free throw 
line. The Herd made 12 of  
14 free throws in the second 
half.
“I thought our defense got 
better in the second half  –– 
much better,” Herrion said. 
“We got into transition, 
opened up the floor and got 
some guys to step up for us 
and make some big plays.”
Three Marshall players 
recorded double-figures in 
scoring. Pitts led the way, 
followed by senior guard 
Shaquille Johnson, who had 
14, and junior forward Rob-
ert Goff, who recorded 11.
The hot shooting by both 
clubs led to a lack in re-
bounds on both sides, as 
the Herd managed to grab 
just 25 boards to ECU’s 
24. Junior forward Den-
nis Tinnon led the way for 
Marshall with eight.
The Thundering Herd 
grabbed a lead early in the 
second half  before ECU’s 
Robert Sampson hit a three 
to give the Pirates the lead 
with 10:17 to play. That 
was the last lead the Herd 
would surrender. 
Martin immediately re-
sponded for Marshall, 
hitting his third three to 
give the lead back to the 
home team. The made 
basket began a 27-16 run in 
favor of  the Herd in the fi-
nal 10 minutes.
“Coach always tells me, 
‘Be ready. Your time is go-
ing to come,’” Martin said. 
“Today, my time came, and 
I had to step up.”
The win for Marshall was 
just the team’s second vic-
tory in its last eight tries 
but moves the Herd to a 
6-5 Conference USA record, 
just a game behind the Uni-
versity of  Central Florida 
for fourth place and a cov-
eted first round bye in the 
C-USA tournament.
Marshall now enjoys a 
full week off  before taking 
back to the road to take on 
the Mustangs of  Southern 
Methodist University on 
Saturday. 
“We’ll take the next two 
days off  and recharge our 
batteries and kind of  re-
group a little bit,” Herrion 
said. “We need to right 
now.”
SMU sits in last place in 
C-USA with just a 2-8 con-
ference record. Game time 
is slated for 3 p.m.
Jake Snyder can be con-
tacted at snyder100@
marshall.edu.
MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON
Senior guard Shaquille Johnson soars high toward the rim during 
Saturday’s win over ECU. Johnson scored 14 points in the 78-68 victory.
Herd finds offensive rhythm, takes down Pirates
BY JOANIE BORDERS
THE PARTHENON
With Valentine’s Day 
quickly approaching, I’ve 
been reflecting on the 
meaning of  this special 
day and how it evolves the 
older I get.
I remember sitting in 
my living room in elemen-
tary school with my class 
list and addressing prin-
cess and Power Ranger 
valentines to everyone –– 
writing special notes to all 
my best friends: Back then, 
valentines were simple. 
And if  you were lucky 
you might even get a note 
with a “check yes, no or 
maybe.” 
In high school, Valen-
tine’s Day consisted of  
candy grams, maybe sit-
ting with your sweetheart 
in the cafeteria or a sleep 
over with the girls talking 
about the latest crush.
Somewhere in between 
the innocence of  those 
middle school years and 
the current confusion of  
young adulthood, I fear 
Valentine’s Day has turned 
into somewhat of  a sore 
subject for my peers. The 
ones with significant oth-
ers worry about what 
gifts to give or getting a 
reservation at a nice res-
taurant. On the other end 
of  the spectrum, those who 
do not have a sweetheart 
have become bitter. I tend 
to see tweets and Facebook 
posts that denounce love or 
invites to anti-Valentine’s 
Day parties. I’ve met 
people who talk about the 
over-commercialization of  
the holiday and how it was 
created by Hallmark. 
Neither extreme is how 
the holiday is supposed to 
be spent.
Whether or not you are 
participating in the holiday 
or not, the day is supposed 
to be spent celebrating love 
and telling the people in 
our lives how much they 
mean to us. For some, that 
will come in the form of  
spoiling a significant other; 
for others that will be 
watching Bridesmaids with 
a glass of  wine and girl-
friends. As for me, I plan on 
calling my parents and my 
little brother and making 
sure that they know just 
how much they are loved. 
It’s true that love makes 
the world go round and it 
would be a sad world with-
out it.  
Joanie Borders can be 
contacted at borders9@
marshall.edu.
BY SYDNEY RANSON
THE PARTHENON 
When it comes to the 
topic of  taking foreign 
language courses in col-
lege, most of  us will 
readily agree it is a more 
than a stressful task. 
These courses are al-
most always structured 
strictly around memo-
rization, which doesn’t 
sound too difficult at 
first. However, I must 
question if  it is even still 
possible to memorize 
vocabulary of  another 
language at this age.
It would be more use-
ful to us to be introduced 
to foreign languages as 
children –– alongside our 
native language of  Eng-
lish. The young human 
brain acts as a sponge 
and is able to retain 
this information more 
readily. 
I am not endorsing the 
idea that adults cannot 
learn a second language, 
but it will take much 
more time and effort to 
grasp this concept for 
them. It takes a child 
close to 10 years to be 
able to speak their native 
language fluently (and 
close to perfectly). If  we, 
as adults, are trying to 
learn a new language in 
college, chances are high 
that we are not going to 
spend this same amount 
of  time doing so. 
In elementary school, 
my fifth grade teacher 
taught our class a little 
bit of  Spanish, and to 
this day, I still remember 
everything. I can only 
imagine how well I would 
be able to speak the lan-
guage now if  I had stuck 
with it all of  my life. 
I am currently taking 
my first German course 
ever, and I have to say it 
has been already proven 
to be a challenge. I find 
myself  putting almost 
all of  my extra time into 
studying flashcards for 
vocabulary and listening 
to the CDs I had to pur-
chase for the course. It’s 
not that I don’t think I am 
able to learn German at 
my age, as I am still only 
19, but I believe it would 
have been easier for me 
if  I was exposed to it at a 
younger age.
Sydney Ranson can be 
contacted at ranson17@
marshall.edu.
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WHAT DO YOU THINK?
Visit us at marshallparthenon.com, click on the OPINION 
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Birth control does not encroach 
on religious liberty, freedom
In a decision last week, President Barack Obama shift-
ed his new policy to better cater to religious institutions 
and how they provide birth control coverage to their em-
ployees. These institutions include religious universities, 
hospitals and many other places that employ thousands. 
The original decision mandated these religious employers 
pay for and enact insurance programs that would offer 
free birth control to their female employees. This did 
not go undisputed. Many spoke out in opposition to this 
new plan, some said it violated their First Amendment 
right, others said it diminished their religious liberty. To 
appease the many in opposition to the new plan — pre-
dominantly Catholics –– President Obama made a slight 
change in his policy. Now, it is not the employers that 
must deal with the cost of  coverage, it is the insurance 
companies. This, in theory, allows religious institutions to 
wash their hands of  birth control.
It is a shame that President Obama received so much 
opposition to a plan that gives women a basic human 
right to access birth control. Churches have a right to 
preach and declare birth control immoral. However, they 
do not have the right to deprive anyone in their congre-
gation that might not agree with such sentiments the 
right to birth control. The president has already gone too 
far in trying to appease many of  the religious in opposi-
tion. It is clear that this is not a matter of  faith, but rather, 
a matter of  pre-acknowledged privilege. No employer 
offering insurance to their employees should fail to offer 
free birth control to its female employees. 
This is an issue of  a woman and her basic rights, not 
a battlefield for ideology. Women, who are religious and 
find contraceptives wrong, do not have to take them, oth-
er women, who find practical use in contraceptives, can 
take them. Regardless, all should be covered for acces-
sible birth control. This will reduce the risk of  unwanted 
pregnancies across the board in the United States. It 
is best that President Obama’s policy amendment did 
not squash access to covering birth control overall. Al-
lowing your employees’ birth control coverage is not an 
encroachment of  religious freedom, it is a basic human 
right that people, not institutions, should have the right to 
choose for themselves.    
POLITICAL CARTOON
COLUMN
Americans should start learning 
languages earlier in life,school
COLUMN
Valentine’s Day 
should be spent 
celebrating love, 
friendship  
“Whether you are participating in the holiday or not, the day is supposed to be spent celebrating love and tell-ing the people in our lives how much they mean to us.”	 		 	 >	Joanie	Borders
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Teenagers dressed in 
suits and ties roamed the 
hallways of  Smith and Cor-
bly Halls to duke it out in a 
speech and debate tourna-
ment over the weekend.  
Eleven high school debate 
teams attended the 41st 
John Marshall High School 
Invitational tournament 
Friday and Saturday.  More 
than a hundred students 
and teachers crowded the 
Smith Music Hall Atrium to 
prepare for their speeches. 
Marshall University’s own 
debate team, “The Thun-
dering Word,” organized 
the event.  
Freshman Spanish major, 
Jackie Stalnaker, 18, from 
Philippi, W.Va. is a mem-
ber of  Marshall debate 
team and judged some of  
the debates.  Stalnaker said 
the skill level of  of  the high 
school students impressed 
her.  
“I saw a lot of  kids today 
that I just wanted to tell 
‘please come to Marshall’ 
because they were really 
good,” Stalnaker said.   
Eoin Dinney, 17, a junior 
from Charleston Catholic, 
said joining the speech and 
debate team helped him be-
come more sociable. 
“Last year, I really 
thought I couldn’t speak 
well in public, I couldn’t re-
ally socially connect with 
people so I thought doing 
speech would do that and 
I think it has helped a lot,” 
Dinney said.  
Dinney said although 
the schools are compet-
ing against one another 
they all share a sense of  
camaraderie. 
“Everyone is really 
friendly at speech tourna-
ments,” Dinney said.  “I 
went to the first tourna-
ment, and I thought I was 
going to quit, but the peo-
ple were so nice I decided 
to just keep going.” 
Freshman Sabrina 
Dahlia, 15, from East Fair-
mont high school said she 
thinks her time on the de-
bate will help her chances 
for college.  
“I think it looks really 
good on college applica-
tions,” Dahlia said. “I want 
to be a doctor so that’s just 
another aspect I can add to 
list when I’m trying to get 
into medical school.” 
Huntington High School 
won best overall in the 
competition, taking home 
the John Marshall Tourna-
ment traveling trophy.  Alex 
Rahal, from Huntington 
High School, won the John 
Marshall Legacy Speech 
competition, winning 250 
dollars.  
Henry Culvyhouse can be 
contacted at culvyhouse@
marshall.edu.
HENRY CULVYHOUSE | THE PARTHENON
Debaters gather around to see who makes it to the semi finals at the John Marshall Tournament on Friday.
whatever was necessary.  
 “I tried to improve every 
year,” Greer said. “That’s 
what kept me in the league 
so long.”
During his NBA career, 
Greer continued to gain ac-
colades. Greer was drafted 
by the Syracuse Nationals 
in 1958, the Nationals later 
moved to Philadelphia in 
1963 and became known as 
the Philadelphia 76’ers.
He had a 10-year stretch 
in the NBA that consisted 
of  10 straight all-star 
games and was named the 
MVP of  the all-star game 
in 1968. Greer averaged at 
least 20 points per game 
in eight of  those 10 seasons 
and was a member of  the 
All-NBA second team from 
1963-1969. Greer finished his 
career as the NBA’s third all-
time leading scorer, and has 
since been named one the 
NBA’s 50 greatest players of  
all time.
Hal said he credits his 
success to consistency and ad-
mits he never thought there 
was a real chance to play in 
the NBA growing up.
“I thought there was 
no way — my first cou-
ple of  weeks in the NBA, 
I didn’t even unpack my 
bags,” Greer said, “I 
never thought about it 
growing up I just loved 
to play basketball. In fact 
my first year in the NBA 
I would have played for 
free. I just wanted to play. 
Through hard work, I was 
able to play 15 years with 
the same franchise.”
Allen also noticed Greer’s 
dedication.
“Not only did Greer im-
prove every year in college, he 
improved every year for the 
first six or seven years he 
was in the pros, as well,” 
Allen said. “He improved 
until he got to the top, he 
was at a level where you 
couldn’t get any better.”
Greer, who had a stroke 
almost eight years ago, said 
is condition is improving 
and he continues to reha-
bilitate everyday.
“It didn’t affect me like it 
does other people,” Greer 
said. “It has affected my 
right side, but I am work-
ing on it though.”
Friday, Greer returned to 
Huntington to attend the 
closing of  Veterans Memo-
rial Field House, the home 
arena he knew for so many 
years while with the Thun-
dering Herd.
“Hal is one of  the NBA’s 
50 greatest players,” said 
Mike Hamrick, Marshall 
University athletic direc-
tor. “Folks from around 
here will never forget.”
Greer’s presence con-
tinues to loom over the 
city of  Huntington. West 
Virginia Route 10 is re-
ferred to as Hal Greer 
Blvd: The road runs 
alongside the Marshall 
University campus.
Lawren Hightower 
can be reached at hight-
ower5@marshall.edu.
GREER
Continued from Page 1
The Thundering Word hosts debate tournament 
BY SARAH STILES
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The Faculty Senate Exec-
utive Committee will meet 
at noon Monday in the John 
Spotts Room of  the Memo-
rial Student Center.
Adjustments to several 
bachelor-degree programs 
will be presented to the 
committee.
The minutes from the 
previous meetings will be ap-
proved, and informational 
and procedural items will be 
given by Camilla Brammer, 
senate chairman.
Several recommendations 
will be discussed on topics 
concerning several collegiate 
programs on campus.
New recommendations will 
be made for the approval of  
several policies.
Recommendation for 
approval of  the bachelor of  
science in mathematics to 
continue at its current level 
of activity while the second 
recommendation involves a 
discontinuation to the bach-
elor of arts in the adult and 
technical education, counsel-
ing and family and consumer 
sciences programs.
An amendment to add the 
School of Pharmacy to By-
law 14 of Article IX within 
The Constitution of the Mar-
shall University Faculty is 
to be voted on by the Faculty 
Senate.
A variety of course addi-
tions, course deletions and 
course changes in a number 
of Marshall colleges will need 
approval.
Course changes to the Col-
lege of Health Professions, 
College of Information Tech-
nology and College of Liberal 
Arts will also be presented.
Recommendations to ap-
prove the request for an 
undergraduate addition, de-
letion or change of a major 
or program in the Lewis Col-
lege of Business with an area 
of emphasis on the College of  
Liberal Arts is the final rec-
ommendation for Monday’s 
meeting.
The Faculty Senate will also 
set the agenda for the Thurs-
day, Feb. 23 meeting.
Reports will be presented 
by Kopp, Provost Gayle Orm-
iston and Dr. Karen McNealy, 
who is speaking on behalf of  
the West Virginia Advisory 
Council of Faculty. 
Requests to speak to the 
Senate will be taken at the 
conclusion of the reports.
Sarah Stiles can be con-
tacted at stiles8@live.
marshall.edu.
Faculty Senate Executive Committee to meet today
MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON 
Former Marshall men’s 
basketball legend, Hal Greer, 
chats with university president 
Steven Kopp at Saturday’s 
game against East Carolina. 
Greer finished his career 
as the NBA’s third all-time 
leading scorer and has since 
been named one of the NBA’s 
50 greatest players of all time. 
MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON
Marshall alumni Russell Lee and Hal Greer along with others are honored during halftime 
of Saturday’s men’s basketball game against East Carolina. More than 100 alumni returned 
to Huntington for the weekend’s festivities. 
BY REBECCA STEPHENS
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The Marshall University 
ROTC “Dream Team” pre-
sented the color guard at 
Veterans Memorial Field 
House on Friday night for the 
farewell alumni basketball 
game.
Cadet Shane Dunn, Cadet 
Grant Ross, Cadet C.G. Kelly 
and Cadet Eli Rhodes are 
known as the “Dream Team” 
because they have presented 
the color guard at numerous 
events, including ROTC cer-
emonies, as well as football 
games this season.
“It was decided that af-
ter the first football game 
where we were all together, 
it would just be better to 
keep that consistency,” said 
Cadet C.G. Kelly, junior 
history major from William-
stown, W.Va.
Cadet Shane Dunn, junior 
criminal justice major from 
Huntington, said he, Ross and 
Rhodes knew each other when 
they were in high school 
through the JROTC program. 
They were all very familiar 
with color guard protocol be-
fore attending Marshall due 
to their experiences in high 
school.
With Marshall not having 
an official color guard, the 
“Dream Team” is always called 
upon, especially on short no-
tice, said Cadet Grant Ross, 
sophomore business manage-
ment major from Wayne, W.Va.
“We work together,” Ross 
said. “We work well as a team.”
Kelly said color guard was 
challenging for him at first, as 
he had no prior experience – 
unlike Dunn, Ross and Rhodes.
“I kind of  had to learn it as I 
went along,” Kelly said. “They 
were really good at helping me 
get into the rhythm of  it, but 
I feel pretty confident with it 
now.”
“For somebody who’s never 
done it before, he’s caught on 
really quick,” Ross said.
Dunn said the JROTC compe-
titions took place at Veterans 
Memorial Field House so it 
was personal for him to be able 
to present the color guard at the 
farewell event.
“It’s representing the coun-
try,” Dunn said. “I’ve grown up 
respecting that, and I feel like 
it’s pretty honorable to be able 
to do that.”
“I feel like I’m a part of  
something special,” Kelly said. 
“Both my parents are from this 
area, and they both attended 
Marshall. They went to events 
at the field house all the time.”
Ross said he feels honored 
to have been a part of  the 
color guard for the last event 
at the field house, as present-
ing the colors is something 
sacred to him and some-
thing very important to the 
veterans.
“It’s amazing,” Ross said. 
“I never would have dreamed 
of  it. Growing up around this 
area, I always went there for 
things, heard a lot of  stories 
about it. Being able to do the 
color guard for the last event 
ever… I’m very honored.”
Rebecca Stephens can be con-
tacted at stephens107@marshall.
edu.
ADAM ROGERS | THE PARTHENON
ABOVE: Members of the ROTC’s “Dream Team” enter the Veterans Memorial Field House, lined 
on both sides by Herd athletes, for the alumni basketball game,  the last event at the field house. 
TOP LEFT: A packed auditorium awaits the start of the game Friday.
TOP CENTER: ROTC members present the color guard to a full house before the alumni 
basketball game begins.
TOP RIGHT: The Marching Thunder Pep Band  played a medley of theme songs for each branch 
of the United States Armed Forces. 
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Sophomore nursing ma-
jor from Beckley, W.Va. 
Erin Terry said ROTC 
students live a differ-
ent lifestyle than other 
students. 
They wake up at 6:30 
a.m. and stay up late 
to work on homework. 
Therefore, she said, it is 
difficult for ROTC mem-
bers to relate to the rest of  
Marshall’s campus and to 
other campus ministries. 
“For us to be able to get 
together to talk about God 
and strengthen that rela-
tionship between us has 
helped so much,” said 
Terry, ROTC cadet. “Valor 
gives us the opportunity to 
actually get down to who 
God is, what he’s doing 
in our lives and be able to 
strengthen each other that 
way.”
Valor Ministries is for 
ROTC students and of-
fered through Marshall 
University’s Cru, an inter-
denominational campus 
outreach, Terry said. It is 
designed to strengthen the 
faith of  ROTC students 
and teach them how to 
share their beliefs when-
ever they are deployed 
and stationed.
Valor Ministries consists 
of  six to 10 members who 
met for the first time Jan. 
20.
Abigail O’Connell, soph-
omore psychology major 
from Frederick, Md., said 
she became involved be-
cause she needed spiritual 
guidance in her life.
“I was definitely confused 
about my faith,” O’Connell 
said. “I was undergoing a 
rough patch in my life, and I 
felt like I was stuck in a rut 
that I just couldn’t escape.”
O’Connell said joining 
Valor Ministries opened 
communication with God 
and opportunities to share 
his love to those who need 
it.
“It’s made me a better 
person,” O’Connell said. 
“Because of  Valor, I’ve been 
involved with a lot of  com-
munity service programs 
and serve those around me. 
It’s made me a lot happier 
too. I feel like I have not only 
the people in the program 
to talk to, but I feel like I 
am able to talk to God a lot 
more. It’s easier to talk to 
him, and it’s easier for him 
to be a part of  my life.” 
Terry said she receives 
help in leading Valor Min-
istries from C.G. Kelley, 
junior history major from 
Williamstown, W.Va.
Kelly decided to help 
lead Valor Ministries be-
cause he liked its goal of  
strengthening the faith 
of  ROTC students. He 
said he helps Ter ry with 
the organization and Bi-
ble study lessons.
“I think it’s really helped 
with my spiritual life,” 
Kelly said. “Valor is some-
thing I can get involved 
with and commit to. It’s 
also helped to strengthen 
relationships I haven’t 
strengthened before.”
Valor Ministries meets 
every Friday at 2 or 3 p.m. 
in Gullickson Hall.
Shaun French  can  be 
contacted  at  f rench25@
marshal l .edu.
Huntington bids
farewell  “Dream Team” presents color guard at final field house event 
Cru offers ministry for ROTC students
PHOTO COURTESY OF JASON MCKINNEY
Erin Terry, sophomore nursing major from Beckley, W.Va., participates 
in ROTC training.  Terry is the leader of Valor Ministries, a religious 
group for ROTC students through Marshall University’s Cru, an 
interdenominational campus outreach.
Email parthenon@marshall.edu 
with your proclamations of love, 
and it might show up in our 
paper on Valentine’s Day!
CELEBRATE VALENTINE’S DAY THE PARTHENON WAY 
Admire 
someone? >>
Then shout it from a mountaintop... 
or The Parthenon! Whether 
it’s a secret crush or a long-
term lover, we want to hear 
what makes you swoon about 
that special somebody.
>>
 TODAY IS YOUR LAST CHANCE!
